


Who we are:

Facing Forward empowers women and families to turn their backs to chronic

homelessness and face forward in becoming confidently independent.




What we do:

We empower women who have made
a decision to change their lives.

We provide permanent housing,
giving our women the security of
consistent safety.

We give hope by partnering with our
clients to create a personalized path from
homelessness to self-sufficiency and we
walk with our clients along that path until

they get there.

Wehelp our clients along their path by
surrounding them with the educational,
employment, and healthcare (mental and
physical) linkages and support they need

to become confidently independent.

We end generational cycles of
homelessness by helping our clients
transform our housing into their home, by
reuniting them with their children,
supporting their family as a whole and

celebrating successes.




Why it matters:

We partner with homeless women

in order to turn their lives around.

Shelters which provide temporary housing
fail to provide the long-term security
needed for stability and growth. Our
clients don’t just have a place to lay their
heads at night, they have the security of
their own homes. This enables them to
make the transformations they need in
order to become confidently independent.

We help break the cycle of
homelessness for homeless children.

Homeless children in the shelter system
experience inconsistencies in housing and
support which often result in frequent
school changes and low attendance rates,
which prevent them from thriving in the
classroom. The security and stability

of permanent housing and the support
provided by Facing Forward enables our
children to focus on their education, grow,
and construct progressive lives in order to
end their own cycle of homelessness.

We help make a better world by

making stronger communities.

Your generosity empowers community
transformation by facilitating personal
responsibility for self, family, and community
and encouraging everyone to do what they
can, when they can, where they can. We
know that stronger women give our world
stability and that nurtured children break the
cycles of homelessness and feed humanity's
need for innovation and change. With
stronger moms, we have stronger homes,
stronger children, and stronger communities.
Everyone can help a neighbor and change the

world.




Why it matters:

We contribute to a better world for every one of us.

A

CONTRIBUTIONS FROM A FACING
FORWARD PARTICIPANT
Volunteering in the community
Paying taxes
Gaining education
Employment

Growing toward self-sufficiency

| $17,000

Annual cost to support

$40,000 a family at Facing

Forward

Annual cost to house a

homeless woman in

shelters
} $75,000

Annual cost to

incarcerate a homeless woman




2015 Success stories

“Why don’t you want to be my mother
anymore?”

These words from Mary’s
oldest son initiated the
change in her life that
would eventually lead her
to Facing Forward. Mary
had struggled for many
years with her own and the burden of an
abusive husband. After attempts and failures
in managing her own change, Mary found
herself needing partnership. She admitted
herself to a treatment facility which
transitioned her to a temporary shelter and
eventually led her to Facing Forward.

Since partnering with Facing Forward, Mary has
found much success in becoming the women
she is proud to be. She has strengthened
relationships with her family and now sees her
children as her strongest allies and she as theirs.
After 35 years, Mary decided to return to
school. She has renewed her cosmetology
license and has started a program to obtain her
license to teach cosmetology. Her oldest son,
who once begged her to not stop being his
mother, joined the navy and is now home. Her
middle son manages a restaurant in Evanston,
her youngest son is a chef in Northbrook, and
her daughter received a basketball scholarship
and is now majoring in psychology. Together,
Mary and her family are facing forward.

Like Mother Like Daughter.

Wendy (pictured
standing) came to
Facing Forward in
2007 looking for an
opportunity to turn
her back to
homelessness. She

partnered with her

case manager, Sarah, who helped her identify
and address the root causes of her
homelessness. In 2011, Wendy graduated
with her high school diploma from the
Michael Barlow Center, and created an
atmosphere of learning for her family.

Wendy's decision to prioritize education was
not lost on her daughter, Sparkle

(pictured seated), who works hard to ensure
her academics are in order. In the spring of
2015, Sparkle finished her sophomore year
ranked 10th in her class! She, along with 38
other Facing Forward students, finished the
term with all A’s and B’s! We are eager to see
what the future will hold for Sparkle as she
continues to focus on her education and her
extra-curriculars.

The Crochet Queens at Facing Forward

This year, as a result
of our partnership
with Rush, Medical
Student, Eileen
Wang, organized a
new group at Facing
Forward designed to
assist clients in coping with smoking cessation
through crocheting. It wasn’t long before

clients began to experience the many benefits of
crocheting including decreased stress levels,
decreases in their smoking, and increased social
skills as well as an increased sense of purpose.
As the group continued to be popular amongst
our clients, they began to identify themselves as
The Crochet Queens at Facing Forward.

For Valerie (pictured
to the right), being a
Crochet Queen has
provided her with a
new skill and passion
aswell asa
community of friends
who encourage and support her. Since joining
The Queens, Valerie says that she has reduced
her smoking, has more patience, and is better
able to cope with stress. For Valerie, crocheting
has become a conerstone for her health and
sense of community.




FY 2015 Financial Results:
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Looking forward to 2016

A message from the Executive Director

2015 marked a year of transition for Facing Forward
and an essential element of any successful transition
is an embodiment of mission and vision. As we
embarked on this transition together, we embodied
a forward facing lifestyle which is what empowers

our clients to grow in self-sufficiency.

A forward facing lifestyle requires each one of us to
do our own part, to be the hero of our own story but
every hero needs a wise guide and a supporting cast.
I would like to thank each one of you, heroes of your
own story but also wise guides and supporting cast
members, who are embodying the world we envision
through your investment of time and resources.
Together we have empowered chronically homeless
women and families to become the heroes of their
own story and grow in self-determination and self-
sufficiency. I am honored to share this life and this
mission with each of you, supporters, staff, board

members, and clients.

Your generosity and partnership empowers our
clients to be equipped with all they need to grow in

self-determination and strive for self-sufficiency.

We are strongest when we walk together, as
clients, supporters, and staff. Together we allow
ourselves to move from survivors to achievers to
contributors.  Together ~we transform our
community as we first transform ourselves and
then support the transformation of more of
Chicago’s most vulnerable, chronically homeless

women and families.

As we face forward together in 2016, we do so
understanding that the work we do must engage
our capacity to dream an ever bigger dream and
certainly together we dream bigger and only

together can we achieve those dreams.

Thank you for dreaming with us and walking
with us in achieving those dreams. I look forward

to continuing our journey together.
With Enduring Gratitude,
ﬂ,ﬂj b [Z e
Rev. Douglas Bradshaw

Executive Director

Together we dream bigger.

And, only together, can we

achieve those dreams.




Ways you can support us:

Sponsor a family

Join us at our summer board & resident picnic

Join us at our annual 3H Social fundraiser in June

Introduce us to the person who approves donations at your work
Become a monthly contributor

Participate in our Day in the Life homeless immersion experience
Click on the icons below to follow, like & share us on social media

Visit our website- www.ffchicago.org to learn more and support us!



https://secure.qgiv.com/for/?key=ffchicago
http://www.ffchicago.org
https://www.facebook.com/Facing-Forward-to-End-Homelessness-324208827829/
https://www.instagram.com/facingforwardchicago/
https://twitter.com/ff_chicago

Facing Forward fact sheet:

1985: Founded as “Interfaith Council for the

Homeless 2014: Rev. Doug Bradshaw

1990's : Operated City-Wide Warming Centers for becomes Executive Director
Chicago Department of Human Services

2014: Added 3 families to our

2003: Initiated Housing First with 63 single Shelter Graduates Program

women and 6 families at Sanctuary Place

2005: Bill Johnson becomes Executive Director 2015 Added 4 families and 1 individual to
our Shelter Graduates Program

2008: ICH is awarded a contract to .
provide 29 scattered site Shelter Plus Care Statf of 11 with 6 (;ase Managers and
units and develops the Shelter Graduates 0 b e TR G
program.

Funding from Federal, State and City

2010: Interfaith Council for the Homeless of Chicago grants, plus private giving.

changed its name to Facing Forward to End
Homelessness

Now serves 64 single women and 54 families at
our Sanctuary Place facility on the West Side and
at scattered site locations throughout Chicago.

2013: FF is awarded a HUD grant to extend our
services to 15 additional scattered site families




$499 and under

Allegretti, Tammy

Alpha Gamma Delta, Fox Valley
Appel, David and Paula
Bailis, Elisa

Balan, Cherie
Beckford-Moore, Lisa
Benson, Elizabeth

Bienias, Joseph and Ruth
Bigelow, John

Biondollio, Oscar

Bork, Greg

Boumgarden, David and Jane
Brand, Rand S

Breeden, Jeff

Bremer, Richard and Gratias-
Bremer, Loretta

Broderick, Thomas and Susan
Brouch, David

Bulin, Janet

Calfa, Mike

Cameron, Audrey

Cappalli, Robert

Champion, Angela

Chicago Bridge and Iron
Company Clifford, Brian
Collins, George

Comella, Michelle

Condon, Richard and Deb
Crane, Karen
Cunningham, Edward
Cunningham, Maryann
Curia, Kimberly
Czarnecki, Sarah

Danajka, Lori

Davies, Sven and Stacy
Deininger, Nelda

Dismore, Mary

Dolan, Christine

Douglas, Anne-Marie
Dowell, Danielle
Dunne, Phillip
Edwards, Phillip and Jeanette
Efner, Dave and Sylvia
Ellington Burke, Suzanne

Ellstrom, David and Lisa
Erickson, William

Erlain, Frank

Evensen, Debra

Fahn, Jay

Feldballe, Jack and Marianne
Finno, Cheri

First Presbyterian Church of
‘Wheaton

Flaherty, Stephen and Kimberly
Frenzel Becker, E Renee
Furlong, Peter and Juliana
Galvin, Kimber

Gelblat, Eileen

George, Anuradha

Giraldo, Dario

Goodman, Mary Ellen
Greenhouse, Wendy
Grillaert, K.C.

Grzetich, James

Hanson, Thomas and Nancy
Hanson Herrin, Sara

Hilson, Michael-Charles
Himmelstein, William and Diana
Hobbs, John

Hoffman, Donald

Holmes, Robert and Melanie
Horton Group

Johnson, Argie

Johnson, Kasia

Jones, Pamela

JP Morgan Chase

Julian, Scott and Lynne
Kaplonek, Kelsey

Kasprzak, Frank

Kelley, Jack

Kennedy, Thomas and Laurel
Klaeysen, Paul

Klages, Robert

Kloster, Amanda
Klunzinger, Salomea
Knez, Audrey and Lance
Knoeck, Albert and Joann
Koloms Gross, Ruth
Kraus, Jeffrey

Krol, Edward and Joan
Kulas, Kenneth

Kunard, Laura

Landreth, Patricia
Larson, John and Heather
Leadley, Larry

Lepp, Seymour and Renee
Liotta, Eric

Lubejko, Paul and Christine
Mahoney, Courtney
Malon, Bret

Manghera, Paul
Marblestone Properties
Martinez, Santiago
McCabe Powers, Janet
McClain, Brad and Jill
Mclntyre, James
McKibben, Greg

Meyer, James and Laura
MES Investment
Management

Michael, Amy

Miller, Kim

Moore, Terry and Virginia
Norwood, Earnestine
Novak, James

O’ Connor, Sheri
O’Connor, John

Olligies, Larry
O’Loughlin, Michael
Olson, Abby

Ordogne, Rene

Ovens, Martin and Virginia
Palfenier, Janice

Passolt, William

Patel, Shamm

Patrick Motors

Patterson, Buzz

Perry, Joyce R.

Pesce, Peter and Elizabeth
Pillsbury, Natalie

Raue, Linda

Razim, Carole

Reidy, Tiffany
Richardson, Michelle
Roberts, Henry and Carol
Robinson, Tim and Vickie
Robinson, Janis
Rodriguez, Marta

Rogatz, Mitchell

Rosene, Jenny

Ross, Jeffrey

Roth, Michael

Ryee, Sandra

Saldino, John
Salzbrunn, Steve
Sampson, Tim and Karla
Schoenherr, Stephanie
Schmidt, Brianna
Schwab Charitable Fund
Scott, Mindy

Senewo, Evelyn
Sheppard, Zach

Smith, Sarah

Smith, Barry

Smith, Kari

Smith, Ronald and Carol
Smith, Betty

Sokol, George and Ellen
Sommese, Frank
Sparrow, Vince

Spratt, Bill

Stamm, Barbara

Steed, Robert and Laura
Steinberg, Brittany
Stevens, Ron

Stewart, William and Annette
Stewart , Margaret
Stumpf, Terrill
Swanson, Donald
Tausk, Daniel

Tayyab, Yasmin

Telle, Colleen

Temple Jeremiah

Todd, Robert and Patricia
Totino, Lisa

Trussel, Steven

Walther, Michael

Ward, Teri

Whipp, Katie
Wideman, Marilyn

$500-$999

Agrella, Ken and Laura

Beattie, Phyllis

Bogacki, Len and Nicole

Breclaw, Edward and Linda

Chevron

Clay, Joe

Currier, John

Das, Bibek

Deininger, Chad and Stephanie

Dow, Charles and Ruth

Duke Dennis, John

Field and Goldberg

Gilbert, Brian and Andrea

Gilliams Fizer, Essye Mae

Gorecki, Rich and Cynthia

Heegard, Frank

Health and Medicine Policy
Research Group

Johnson, William and Pat

Kennedy, Steve

Knell, Brad

Lane, Robert and Ilene

Mac, Pamela

Martin, Chris

McCue, Clifford

Moritz, Linda

Nickels, Margie

Patterson, Tasha

Peebles, Gregory

Reiman, Paul and Kim

Resurrection College of Nursing

Schubert, Bill and Mary

Steigerwald, Sara

‘Weber, Ryan and Cortney

$1,000- $4,999

Ambrogi, John

Ameriprise

Auction Results

Bradshaw, Doug and Megan
Carmichael, David and Barbara
Church World Service
Daudbasic, Faruk
Deininger, Scott

Drews, Don

First Bank of Highland Park
G & C Investment
Guaranty Bank

Hemme, Dennis and Diane

Illinois Conference of the
United Church of Christ

Jackson, Kenyetta

Johnson, Ken and Anne

Lane, Robert and Ilene

Miller, Jason

Northern Illinois Conference of
United Methodist Church

Pinnell Foundation

Presbytery of Chicago

Raue, Joe and Shari

Rojas, Marco

Rush University College of

Nursing

Salk, Andy

Smalley, Jim and Lorraine

Spain, Sydney

Stazen Michael, Lydia

Zarlenga, Joseph

Zurich®

$5,000-$9,999

Anonymous

Auton, Sean

Beukinga, Gabe and Callie

Chicago Wolves Hockey Team

First Presbyterian Church of
Lake Forest

Foley, Michael and Karen

Neilsson, Jennifer

Pierce Family Foundation

TJX Foundation

Yastrow, Peter

Yorkfield Presbyterian Church

$10,000-$24,999

ACECF

Chicago Foundation for Women
Full Circle Foundation

Horwood Marcus & Berk

Littel, Robert and Elizabeth

River Glen Presbyterian Church
William G. McGowan Charitable
Trust

W.P. and H.B. White Foundation

$25,000+

Crown Family Philanthropies
Micheal Reese Health Trust
Sally Mead Hands Foundation
The Polk Bros Foundation

Facing Forward wishes to
acknowledge support from
the following government
agencies:
City of Chicago Department of
Family & Support Services

Illinois Department of Human
Services

U.S. Department of Housing
and Urban Development

Additionally, we would like to
thank the following
organizations for in-kind
donations:

Black Ensemble Theater
First Eagle Bank

Harlem Irving Plaza

Panerea Bread

River Glen Church

Wilmette Junior High School

Board of Directors
Auton, Sean, President
Daudbasic, Faruk, Vice President
Jackson, Kenyetta, Treasurer
Novak James, Secretary
Beukinga, Callie

Bradshaw, Douglas

Drews, Don

Gilliams Fizer, Essye Mae
Kapolnek, Kelsey

Hardin, Ebony

McCue, Clifford

Neilsson, Jennifer

Patterson, Tasha

Stazen Michael, Lydia





